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conservatively.4 Nevertheless, we would recommend
an early surgical consult and careful monitoring after
retroperitoneal perforation, even in patients who have
had an apparently benign early clinical course.

DWH Lee, FRCS, FHKAM (Surgery)
ACW Chan, MD, FHKAM (Surgery)
Department of Surgery
North District Hospital
9 Po Kin Road
Fanling
Hong Kong

References

1. Cheung SC, Chan FL, Ng M. Abdominal pain after endoscopic
intervention. HKMJ 2001;7:281-3.

2. Faylona JM, Qadir A, Chan AC, Lau JY, Chung SC. Small-
bowel perforations related to endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in patients with Billroth II
gastrectomy. Endoscopy 1999;31:546-9.

3. Morley AP, Lau JY, Young RJ. Tension pneumothroax
complicating a perforation of a duodenal ulcer during ERCP
with endoscopic sphincterotomy. Endoscopy 1997;29:332.

4. Stapfer M, Selby RR, Stain SC, et al. Management of duodenal
perforation after endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreato-
graphy and sphincterotomy. Ann Surg 2000;232:191-8.

Authors’ reply

To the Editor—We are pleased to respond to the letter
written by Burd and Cheung.1 As there is not a skin
cancer registry in Hong Kong to pool the clinical data
of non-melanoma skin cancers from different sectors,
we all face the same problems with respect to data
analysis. The Social Hygiene Service is a major public
dermatological unit serving the whole territory of Hong
Kong. The data used in our analysis was extracted from
all clinics under the Service and hence was represen-
tative of patients seeing public dermatologists. The
major drawback, as mentioned in the first paragraph
of the Discussion, was that we could not include data
from other specialties or the private sector. Therefore,
the incidence of non-melanoma skin cancer reported
by us is likely to be lower than the actual incidence in

Non-melanoma skin cancer in Hong Kong

the territory. A skin cancer registry or prospective
population-based epidemiological study may solve this
problem. We hope that our paper has stimulated the
interest of other parties for further research on this issue.
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