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Hong Kong Academy of Medicine renews its position paper on postgraduate
medical education in its 30th anniversary year of 2023

(Hong Kong, 15 September 2023) — The Hong Kong Academy of Medicine (HKAM) has
released its latest f‘Position Paper on Postgraduate Medical Education 2023’, a
comprehensive and forward-looking document that underscores the Academy’s
commitment to modernising postgraduate medical education (PME) and continuing medical
education. Building on its legacy of excellence, HKAM aims to adapt to the evolving medical
education landscape and contribute to the advancement of healthcare delivery in Hong
Kong. The abridged version of the Position Paper is published in the Hong Kong Medical
Journal today.

In 2010, HKAM published its first ‘Position Paper on Postgraduate Medical Education’, outlining
essential reforms to enhance PME. Since then, significant strides have been made in key areas
such as defining core competencies, incorporating communication skills, standardising training
programmes, and comprehensive assessments. The establishment of The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Innovative Learning Centre for Medicine and relevant evolvement of the Education Office have
further facilitated the development of PME.

In celebration of its 30th Anniversary, HKAM has taken a pivotal step forward by updating its 2010
Position Statement. This comprehensive update is based on insights gathered from the Tripartite
Medical Education Conference 2023, the Strategic Planning Retreat on Education and Training,
and relevant academic literature. These efforts have culminated in a series of recommendations
designed to shape the future of medical education in Hong Kong.

Highlights from the Position Paper
The Position Paper discusses the following key areas:

Advancing towards competency-based medical education (CBME): The Position Paper
advocates for a shift from traditional time-based medical education to CBME, aligning with the
evolving needs of medical professionals and patients. The Academy recommends all Colleges to
continue advancing specialist training towards CBME and outlines strategies to effectively
implement this approach.

Transforming continuing medical education/continuous professional development
(CME/CPD): The Position Paper emphasises the need for a transformation in CME/CPD practices
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to support lifelong learning and ensure the continuous development of healthcare professionals.
Recommendations include promoting practice-based needs assessment, introducing interactive
learning methods, and fostering a culture of self-directed learning among medical professionals.

Empowering clinical educators through faculty development: Recognising the crucial role of
clinical educators, the Position Paper stresses the importance of faculty development programmes.
It proposes creating competency-based curricula for these programmes, supporting workplace
learning, and establishing mechanisms for evaluating the effectiveness of faculty development
initiatives.

Enforcing quality assurance: The Academy reaffirms its commitment to maintaining high
standards of education and training. The Position Paper recommends the implementation of a
structured quality assurance initiative and highlights the significance of establishing quality
assurance standards, providing relevant training, and allocating necessary resources.

Liaising for support: Given the resource-intensive nature of these recommendations, HKAM
plans to collaborate with the Government, the Hospital Authority, and other potential funding
sources to secure the resources needed to drive all initiatives forward.

The Academy’s President Prof Gilberto Leung, also the corresponding author of the concerned
article in the Hong Kong Medical Journal, commented on the release of the Position Paper, ‘The
Position Paper on Postgraduate Medical Education 2023 reflects our unwavering commitment to
advancing medical education and ensuring the continuous development of our healthcare
professionals. By embracing modern approaches and aligning with changing landscapes, we aim
to contribute to a stronger, more resilient healthcare system for Hong Kong.’

The article ‘Hong Kong Academy of Medicine position paper on postgraduate medical education
2023’ was published in the Hong Kong Medical Journal. https://doi.org/10.12809/hkmj2310942
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Source: HY So, Philip KT Lai, Paul BS Lai, et al. Hong Kong Academy of Medicine position paper on
postgraduate medical education 2023. Hong Kong Med J 2023;29:Epub 15 Sep 2023.
https://doi.org/10.12809/hkmj2310942.
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