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FOREWORD

The Medical Research Conference (MRC) has been amajor annual research event of Department of
Medicine for the past seven years. It aims to enable doctors, post-graduate students, and scientists
from within and outside the Department as well as the Faculty of Medicine to gather in an informal
forum, and critically discuss their on-going research activities, thereby stimulating and sharpening
their research insight, and promoting inter-disciplinary collaborations. This yearly event has estab-
lished itself as an important forum for the promotion of research culture and collaboration. It pro-
vides researchers and post-graduate students an important venue for the exchange and stimulation of
ideas, and an opportunity especially for junior staff to present their work and develop a lifetime
inclination to conducting good research, in response to the needs of our society. With the newly
formed Medical Science Group within the Faculty of Medicine we will for the first time hold the
MRC under the Group banner. We hope to be able to bridge the gap between basic and clinical
research and further nuture the research culture.

We hope that the MRC will stimulate further research collaborations within the University and
with other local, mainland, and overseas ingtitutions. Striving for excellence in research has always
been an important mission of the University of Hong Kong. Indeed it isimportant for us to gather our
expertise and aim to further the status of Hong Kong in the international research arena. We believe
we are well positioned to the challenges ahead, and through our innovation, collaboration, and hard
work, will continue to excel.

Prof Karen SL Lam
Group Chairman
Medical Science Group
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